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PUBLISHER'S NOTE

The late Mr. SIMON ALEXANDER HEWAVITARANE,
who in his life time had begun to publish the TRIPITAKA, left a
bequest for its completion after his death. He died suddenly on
17 th January 1913, and in accordance with his wishes his Trustees
had published the Commentaries on the Text in 49 volumes. After
seventy years these books are no longer readily available.

His widow Mrs SOMAWATI HEWAVITARANE who
passed away on 10 th January 1982 at the age of 94, had, prior to
herdeath, created the SOMAWATHI HEWAVITARANE TRUST
to carry on the good work started by her late husband and be-
queathed her entire estate to this Trust.

We the Trustees of the Somawati Hewavitarane Trust, hav-
ing seen the need to re-print the Commentaries, have undertaken
this task to help both the student and teacher of tha Dhamma and
in the hope that this act of ours will help to preserve the Noble
Teachings of the Blessed One for the benefit of the future genera-
tions and thereby prolong the life of the Buddha Sasana by many
more thousands of years.

May the fruits of this meritorious act help the late Simon
Alexander Hewavitarane and Somawati Hewavitarane Maha
Upasikawa in Sansaraand towards tlieir final attainment of Nibbana.

Noel Wijenaike
Nanda Amerasinghe
Parinda Ranasinghe

08th October 2003

Somawati Hewavitarane Trust office,
130, Maligakanda Road, Colombo 10,
SRI LANKA



PREFATORY NOTE.

With the Theri Gdtha Commentary I have the pleasure to
bring out the third volume of the Simon Hewavitarne Bequest.
The editing of this work has been déne by Dhavmakirti Sri Wagis-
varicarya Bihalpola Devarakkhita Pradhana Nayaka Thero, Vice
Principal of the Vidyodaya College.

The three works issued have all been done by the pupils of
the late Ven'ble Thero Hikkaduve Sri Sumangala and is a standing
testimony to the high Scholarship associated with the Vidyodaya
Pirivena.

I have wmuch pleasure in reproducing a short summary of-the
preface written by the learned editor.

““The Theri Gatha which is included in the Sutta Pitaka of the
Buddba's Tripitaka, was incorporateé by Maha Kassapa and the
other Arahats at the first convocation of the Arhats, in the
Khuddaka Nikzj ., or if we consider t:e Buddha's word from lhe
point of view of the Nine classifications (Navinga), such-as Sutta,
Geyya, Veyyikarana, Vedalla, Abbhuta, Githa, etc. the Theri
Gdtha has been classified under the Gatha section.

The Theris or the Sisters belong to that large order of noble
women who under the enthusiasm of the Buddha’s word, renounced
the world and entered the Order and very soon developing their
spiritual qualities attained the final stage of sanctification.

The utterances of such Theris beginning with Therika and
ending with Sumedha, wherein are shown the knowledge of the
Doctrine, were put together by the Arhats at the first convo-
cation and were called the Theri Githa. g

The Theris ate 73 in number, the Gathas uttered are 527,
divided into sixteen Nipatas.

The Commentary of the Theri Gatha known as the
Paramattha Dipan{ was composed in Pali by Dhammapala Thero
who consulted the Three Sinhalese Commentaries known as the
Maha, Paccariya, and Kurundiya Atthakathas.



11.

The Buddhist Doctrine cannot be easily understood; and a
mere knowledge of Pali does not enable on2 to understand the
Doctrine without the help of the Commentary nor is it possible to
edit without a sound knowledge of the Doctrine.

The Commentaries of the Khuddhaka Nikiva have gone into
disuse among learncd men and are full of errors, both clerical and
textual. I have done the editing of this work after using several
old Sinhalese manuscripts and also the Pali Text Society’s publi-
cation by Mr. Muller. "In this excellent edition however there
were many of the correct renderings absent.

But for the pains he has taken over the cditing he deserves
the greatest praise.”

3

C. A. Hewavitarne,

6th September, 1918,
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